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It is our great honor to welcome you to the McCallum Theatre 
Annual Gala.  Thank you so much for supporting this wonderful 
event and our cherished jewel of the desert – the McCallum.
We are beyond delighted that you are joining us in celebrating 
the remarkable, charitable heart of our very dear friend, Jan Salta, 
tonight’s Gala honoree.  Jan exemplifies what happens when a 
caring soul and giving heart merge into a generosity of spirit 
to become a focused, effective philanthropist…in this case, an 
amazing philanthropist.  The list of organizations she supports is 
surely impressive, made even more meaningful by the fact that 
Jan personally involves herself in the causes that matter to her.  
She is a hands-on, active advocate, and each of us and the Valley 
at large are better for her kindness and generosity.
The McCallum has embarked on a fresh journey of its own with 
the arrival of our new President & CEO Terry Dwyer.  Terry comes 
to the McCallum with a history of leadership and achievement 
that has earned the deepest respect of his peers in the arts 
community throughout the country.  Most recently the President 
of the Segerstrom Center for the Arts in Orange County, Terry 
has held major leadership positions with the Alley Theater in 
Houston, La Jolla Playhouse and Circle Repertory Company, 
among others.  We know Terry will be an inspiring leader for our 
terrific McCallum staff and we hope you will get the opportunity 
to introduce yourself to him if you have not done so already.
As we celebrate another record-breaking year for the McCallum, 
we extend our deepest gratitude to Mitch Gershenfeld, for his 
outstanding work over a twenty year tenure at the McCallum, 
the last seven as President & CEO.  Under Mitch’s leadership, the 
McCallum brought world-class entertainment to our audiences 
and achieved ambitious fundraising goals.  Mitch has played 
a major role in the Theatre’s history and helping to secure its 
future.  He will continue to book performances at the McCallum 
through the 2021 season.

As always, our gratitude goes to our fellow members of the 
McCallum’s exceptional Board of Trustees.  Thank you for making 
the Theatre a priority in your very busy lives.  We know it is truly 
a labor of love. You continue to inspire us by your commitment 
to the Theatre.
Finally, we reserve our greatest thanks to each of you here tonight.  
The McCallum exists for its audiences.  And we think we have 
the greatest audiences in the world.  Thank you for supporting 
our wonderful Theatre through your charitable gifts and ticket 
purchases.  You continue to be the reason why the McCallum is 
one of the finest performing arts venues in the region with an 
education program that makes a genuine difference in the lives 
of thousands of young people in our Valley.  In our eyes, that 
makes you pretty extraordinary.
On behalf of everyone who holds the McCallum Theatre in their 
hearts, our profound gratitude.  Have a wonderful evening!

McCallum Theatre 2019 Annual Gala Co-Chairs

Helene Galen Harold Matzner

A Message From the Co-Chairs

HELENEGALEN HAROLDMATZNER

An elegant evening starring  
Grammy award-winning singer/songwriter

SEAL
With a 29-piece orchestra performing unforgettable music  

from his hit album of timeless standards 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2019

HONORING
Jan Salta

CO-CHAIRS
 Helene Galen and Harold Matzner

Proceeds benefit McCallum Theatre programs including enriching arts education activities  
that have served more than 660,000 Coachella Valley schoolchildren at no cost to them.

McCallum Theatre is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
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Welcome to the 2019 McCallum Theatre Annual Gala.  We have a wonderful night planned for you.
This evening marks my very first Gala at the McCallum Theatre and I couldn’t be more thrilled to be 
joining this extraordinary organization that so many of you in tonight’s audience helped to build 
and continue to sustain.
There are many reasons I was honored to join the McCallum family.  Chief among them is the fact 
that the McCallum is celebrated throughout the nation as a place where excellent performances, 
quality arts education programs and commitment to community are central to the Theatre’s values.
In the few months I have been in the desert, I have already learned just how much the McCallum is 
admired and valued by so many.  As the season proceeds, I look forward to meeting many of you 
to learn more about your own McCallum experiences.
This is an exciting time.  We stand committed to ensuring that everything you already love about the 
McCallum will continue to be enhanced. Going forward, we are excited to also explore additional 
ways the Theatre can play an even more meaningful role in engaging communities throughout the 
Coachella Valley.  There are many conversations to be had.  We are eager to listen and learn.
I want to extend my deepest gratitude to our Board Chairman Harold Matzner and the entire 
McCallum Theatre Board of Trustees for their confidence and warm welcome.  My thanks also to 
our indomitable Muses & Patroness Circle.  I am quickly learning that this marvelously effective 
group of women leaders is a unique and tremendous asset to the McCallum.  We are so very lucky 
to have them.  We are also fortunate to have a professional staff that is experienced and highly 
talented.  It is a pleasure to work with them each day.
I want to add my congratulations to tonight’s honoree, Jan Salta, for being such a shining light and 
giving spirit.  She is an inspiration.  And thank you again to Harold and his co-chair for this Gala 
evening, the incomparable Helene Galen, for making tonight a glorious success.
Finally, please know how all of us at the McCallum appreciate your support of tonight’s Gala and 
everything you do year after year to make this the Valley’s premier performing arts venue.  We are 
so glad you are here and very grateful for your friendship and ongoing support.

Have a fantastic evening!
Terrence W. Dwyer

A Message From 

TERRYDWYER
McCallum Theatre President & CEO JANSALTA

2019 GALA HONOREE

Jan Salta’s charitable heart touches many nonprofit 
organizations in the Coachella Valley, throughout Southern 
California and in her home town of Des Moines, Iowa.  Jan 
has been volunteering her time since she was in her 20’s 
and, along with her late husband, Mike, has been a major 
supporter of a remarkable array of charities ranging from 
the Barbara Sinatra Children’s Center, ACT for MS, the Mizell 
Senior Center, The Living Desert and the Heart Association to 
the Betty Ford Center’s children’s program, Martha’s Village, 
Tools for Tomorrow, Eisenhower Health, the Palm Springs 
International Film Festival and the Palm Springs Art Museum, 
among so many others.  
Jan attended Drake University in Des Moines, before becoming 
a flight attendant based in Los Angeles.  In 1974, she moved 
to Palm Desert, where she met her husband, Mike.  They were 
married for 34 years until his death in 2014.  They divided their 
time between Long Beach and the desert, volunteering and 
donating generously in both places.  The McCallum Theatre 
was the first charity they supported in the desert.
Jan and Mike made their first gift to the McCallum in 1988, 
two months after the Theatre’s grand opening night.  Over 
time, Jan has been a consistent supporter of The Muses & 
Patroness Circle of McCallum Theatre, sponsor of McCallum 
Theatre Education’s Open Call Talent Project, former Annual 
Gala co-chair and frequent show sponsor.  McCallum Theatre 
proudly recognizes the extraordinary generosity of Mike and 
Jan Salta as members of its very distinguished Benefactors 
Circle.
“When I see all of the transformation in the desert over the 
past 40 years, it has really gone from a sleepy town to a 
landmark in the world,” Jan said.  “The McCallum, our jewel in 

the desert, is a big part of that.  It is a beautiful theater, with 
not a bad seat in the house.”
Jan has a deep respect for people who are motivated to help 
their community flourish and encourages new generations to 
find their own passions to pursue.  She is inspired by others 
who are willing to give their time and talent to charitable 
endeavors and believes that if you give with your heart, it will 
come back to you tenfold.  She is deeply honored to be able 
to help the Valley community grow because it has given so 
much to her.
The McCallum Theatre, and all of the Coachella Valley, is 
truly fortunate to have Jan Salta among its most generous 
philanthropists and advocates.  It is a privilege to honor her 
at tonight’s Gala.  
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In a remarkable career that spans more than two decades, London-born 
multi-platinum singer-songwriter Seal has been focused on a single creative 
pursuit: expressing the full experience of love through song. Known for his 
one-of-a-kind soaring, husky baritone voice and classic songwriting, Seal has 
seen success across numerous genres of music.
His smooth vocal delivery on hits like “Crazy” and “Kiss from a Rose” quickly 
cemented his status as a formidable singer, and over the years he’s extended 
his influence with a wide catalog of original music and soulful covers earning 
him multiple Grammy awards and selling more than 30 million albums 
worldwide
In 2017, Seal released his Standards album to critical praise.  Recorded In the 
famous Capitol Studios in Los Angeles, Seal said of the record: “This is the 
album I have always wanted to make.  I grew up listening to music from the 
Rat Pack era, so recording these timeless tunes was a lifelong dream.  It was 
a true honor to collaborate with the same musicians who performed with 
Frank Sinatra and so many of my favorite artists, in the very same studios 
where the magic was first made – it was one of the greatest days of my 
recording career.”
In a career spanning three decades, Seal continues to shine as one of the 
world’s brightest music stars. His Standards album is full of musical gems 
which glisten when brought to life with his stunning voice.

The 7th Annual McCallum Theatre Family Fun Day 
brought underwater adventure to the always anticipated 
annual community event.  With a performance of Erth’s 
Prehistoric Aquarium Adventure, along with food, music 
and interactive arts activities in the Theatre’s plaza, it 
was a great way to kick off another terrific season at the 
McCallum!  Special thanks to Presenting Sponsors the 
H.N. and Frances C. Berger Foundation and City of 
Palm Desert, along with Barbara Fremont/Fremont 
Foundation, JoAnn McGrath, Linda and Manny 
Rider, Rosemarie and Dean Buntrock, Frank and 
Alvera Gaeta, Susan and Warren Gelman, Sandra and 
Mitch Gershenfeld, Mary E. Latta, Jerry and Barbara 
Lundberg, Pat Paige, Elise Pasetta, and a host of 
additional generous contributors. 

It was a lovefest all around when one of country music’s top selling 
artists, Trisha Yearwood, helped the McCallum honor the H.N. and 
Frances C. Berger Foundation Board of Trustees and President 
Ronald M. Auen at the 2018 McCallum Theatre Annual Gala.  With 
our own local superstars, Harold Matzner, Helene Galen and Jan 
Salta doing stellar work as Gala Co-Chairs, the evening was a financial 
and artistic success. One of the evening’s many highlights was the 
appearance, via video of Yearwood’s husband, Garth Brooks, to pay 
special tribute to the extraordinary work of Ron Auen and the Berger 
Foundation.  The evening raised $1.2 million for Theatre operations 
and education and community programs.

The McCallum Theatre’s 2018-2019 season proved to be another record-setting year 
with historic philanthropy and ticket sales exceeding all previous years.  Artistically, 
the Theatre saw great performances, exciting debuts and the return of many of the 
Valley’s favorite artists.  McCallum Theatre Education continued to make a profound 
difference in the lives of 40,000 schoolchildren and educators who participated in 
signature McCallum programs at no cost to them.  It was a wonderful year.  

SEASONHIGHLIGHTS
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Among other 2018-2019 season highlights included a six-
performance stint by McCallum favorites, The TEN Tenors,  and 
McCallum debuts by Oregon Ballet Theater, Savion Glover and 
Lea DeLaria and the always triumphant returns by such beloved 
artists as Joshua Bell, Kristin Chenoweth, Bob Newhart, Rita 
Rudner, Travis Tritt and Bernadette Peters, among more than 
100 performances.

There’s an old adage that everyone 
wants to be in show business.  Well, at 
the McCallum, we’ve found a way, at 
least for a star-spangled evening, for 
you to do just that!  Last season, 54 
wonderful McCallum supporters became 
show sponsors and helped to raise nearly 
$1.1M for Theatre operations, education 
and community initiatives.  
Among the benefits of show sponsorship 
include name recognition at the Theatre 
and in promotional materials, an exclusive 
champagne reception for sponsors and 
their guests, and a private Meet and 
Greet with the evening’s performers. 
For additional information about show 
sponsorship, please contact: 
Dominique Shwe
Director of Major Gifts & Sponsorships
760-776-6184 
dshwe@mccallum-theatre.org

Stagecraft is often referred to as 

“the magic 
behind the scenes”  
In actuality, it takes seasoned and 
talented professionals to make 
everything you see on stage so 
breathtakingly seamless.  The 
McCallum is fortunate to boast a 
team of technicians with years of 
experience and abundant creativity.  
Once again this past season, they 
got to show off their skills to invited 
guests and board members for a 

“Sound and Light Show”  
It was an eye-opening and eye-
popping experience for all concerned.

New to the McCallum last year (and returning this season) was a series of National 
Geographic Live  presentations which brought explorers, filmmakers and photojournalists 
to the Valley to share their often-dangerous, but always compelling stories about their 
travels and travails on their international expeditions.  The 2018-19 season featured 
experts on Mars, Coral Kingdoms, Empires of Ice and Capturing the Impossible.  This 
season, the McCallum will showcase programs about Big Cats, Photography Without 
Borders and views from the International Space Station.

SOUND&LIGHTSHOW

JERSEYBOYS

Broadway was represented by one of the best rosters in recent 
years including Jersey Boys, The Wizard of Oz, Rent, Evita, 

Spamalot and the McCallum debut of Something Rotten.  

McCallum Favorites

Did you ever notice how many smiles you get 
when you visit the McCallum? Those happy, 
welcoming faces belong to our extraordinary corps 
of volunteers who are as genuinely delighted to 
be here as you are!  In the 2018-2019 season, 180 
volunteer ushers donated their time and talent for 
195 shows and events, totaling 44,000 hours!  Many 
volunteers have been with the McCallum for two 
decades or more.  On your way out tonight, please 
make sure to smile back and thank the wonderful 
ladies and gentlemen in black and white!

Thirty-two new Founders joined the 
McCallum Theatre donor family with 
their very generous contributions 
in 2018-19 and another seventeen 
moved up to a new level of giving, 
making for an amazingly marvelous 
year of giving.  Members at the 
Founder and Benefactor levels receive 
a variety of privileges including 
priority ticketing with access to a 
private concierge, exclusive access to 
the Gerald R. Ford Founders Room, 
complimentary valet parking, an 
annual reception and much more.  
For information on becoming a 
Founder, please contact:
Ratna Williams
Major Gifts Director
760-776-6174
rwilliams@mccallum-theatre.org
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This was more than evident with a special 
member only ticket pre-sale opportunity in 
April and several special member only events 
that took place at the McCallum in 2018-2019.  
Guests got to enjoy one-of-a-kind experiences 
with receptions and private sound checks as 
artists prepared for their evening performances 
on the McCallum stage.  These Members Only 
events included sneak peeks as artists such as 
Michael Feinstein, Storm Large and The TEN 
Tenors went through their paces at rehearsals.

Annual Fund Membership has its privileges

In April, President’s Circle members were invited 
to the annual President’s Circle Reception and a 
special dress rehearsal for Open Call, the hugely 
popular annual talent project produced by 
McCallum Theatre Education.  The McCallum’s 
extraordinary Annual Fund support through 
members of the President’s and Friends Circles 
raised a philanthropic record of over $1 million 
in direct support of the Theatre’s education and 
community outreach programs. THANK YOU!
To learn more about supporting the McCallum 
Annual Fund and associated benefits by level of 
giving, please contact: 
George Syrigos
Director of Annual Giving
760-776-6185
gsyrigos@mccallum-theatre.org

The first was hosted by longtime McCallum 
friends, Hal and Diane Gershowitz who 
decided to celebrate their milestone 
birthdays by hosting an unforgettable 
evening of song by the luminous Broadway 
singer, Christine Andreas.

The event, which also honored the 
generosity of members of the Theatre’s 
Founder’s Circle, was held in their garage, 
which was converted into the swankiest 
cabaret room imaginable. 

And thanks to the generosity of 
Founders Martha Sanford and 
the late Gary Hong, a lovely wine 
tasting event was held in the then 
recently redesigned Founders 
Room prior to a concert by Keiko 
Matsui. The event was designed to 
encourage prospective donors to 
join the McCallum donor family at 
the prestigious Founders level.

Two more unique special events filled the  
busy McCallum season in 2018-2019

Another getting to know you event brought the McCallum out of its own four walls and into 
Palm Springs for an invitation-only performance by Broadway singer, David Burnham.  With 
thanks to Spencer’s Restaurant, guests were treated to a powerhouse performance, delicious 
food and the chance to enjoy a McCallum performance without having to traverse Highway 111!

The McCallum’s indomitable women’s 
leadership council, The Muses & Patroness 
Circle, had another successful year; from 
the Annual Tea (at the beautiful home 
of Karen Miles) to the Annual On-Stage 
Birthday Luncheon, with Meet and Mingles, 
Education Ambassador activities, a holiday 
celebration and special Patroness Silver 
events all making for a very busy year.  The 
highlight was the group’s major annual 
fundraiser, this past year with the theme 
of Casino Royale – A Supreme Happening!  
It was a night of gaming, great food and 
hot entertainment by Supreme Reflections 
from Las Vegas.  This extraordinary group 
of ladies makes it possible each year for 
McCallum Theatre Education to reach so 
many children and educators.
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Special thanks . . .
to all of the board members, committee  
chairs and members of the Muses  
& Patroness Circle which concluded  
its year by presenting a check in  
the amount of $514,000 to the  
Theatre representing the proceeds  
from 2017-2018 Muse events and  
membership dues.  

Congratulations to Immediate Past  
President Mary E. Latta, Casino Royale  
Co-Chairs Peggy Donohue-Berk and  
Marge Barry, Luncheon Co-Chairs  
Geri Dardi and Sandra Cooper Woodson  
and Membership Tea Chair June Benson.

The annual Founders, Distinguished Founders and Benefactors reception was held at 
Tamarisk Country Club, thanks to the generosity of sponsors Sally and Miles Berger, 
Deborah and Arthur Jacobson, Kovler Family Foundation and Harold Matzner.
Annual Fund President’s Circle members and members of the McCallum’s Legacy Circle 
joined together at a beautiful reception sponsored by Heather James Fine Art gallery.  
At each party, guests enjoyed music, food, libations and a sneak peek at the 2019-2020 
McCallum Theatre season.

The end of another  
successful season  
was celebrated at  

two events honoring 
members of the  

McCallum’s generous  
donor family.  

The 2018-2019 season 
ended with a bittersweet 
rite of passage as the 
McCallum said farewell 
to Mitch Gershenfeld, 
who served the Theatre 
for 20 years, the  last 7 
as President & CEO. 

The McCallum was delighted 
to welcome new President & 
CEO Terrence W. Dwyer, who 
has a widely respected and 
extensive background in arts 
management, most recently 
as the President of the 
Segerstrom Center for the Arts 
in Costa Mesa and previously 
at La Jolla Playhouse and 
Circle Repertory Company.  

Welcome, Terry!

Year in Review was written and compiled by Jeffrey Norman, VP, Communications and Public Affairs.  
Photo Credits:  Donato DiNatale, Lani Garfield, Doug Gifford, Marc Glassman, David A. Lee, Jeffrey Norman.

We are grateful for Mitch’s exceptional leadership 
and wish him every happiness in retirement.

to the Avenue of the Stars!
Welcome

The McCallum welcomed three new 
luminaries to its Avenue of the Stars as we 
honored the generosity of Paul and Carol 
Hill, Edeltraud McCarthy and her late 
husband, Patrick and Arline Greenblatt 
and her late husband, Charles.  

Surrounded by family and friends, these 
wonderful people were honored for 
attaining Distinguished Founder status and 
for their many years of generous support 
to the McCallum Theatre.
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McCallum Theatre Education celebrated 
its 22nd season with a stellar year of in-
classroom workshops, field trip series to the 
Theatre, professional development for local 
educators and its two signature programs, 
Palm Desert Choreography Festival and 
Open Call Talent Project.  The widely praised 
program is the Valley’s premier provider of 
arts education activities, serving over 660,000 
children, educators and community members 
since its inception in 1997.

McCallum Theatre Education has received 
awards and plaudits from funders, 
participants and the media, due in large 
measure to the generosity of extraordinary 
individual and organizational donors who 
believe fundamentally that exposure and 
immersion in theater, dance, music and visual 
arts has a lifelong positive impact on children 
and how they learn. All McCallum Theatre 
Education programs are offered at no cost, or 
are highly subsidized to be accessible to all.

In 2018-2019, the 
Aesthetic Education 
Program served close 
to 8,000 students via its 
dynamic approach to 
teaching and learning 
in the arts. McCallum’s 
brilliant teaching artists 
facilitated over 2,000 
theater, dance, music and 
visual arts workshops 
in 300 classrooms in 
25 partnership schools 
across the Valley.  The 
focus work performances 
students explored and 
attended included 
Mexico de Tierra a Mar by Pacifico Dance Company; Winter by The Okee 
Dokee Brothers; Backhausdance Meets Vivaldi; Myth and Infrastructure & 
This World Made Itself performed by Miwa Matreyek; and Emily Brown and 
the Thing by Tall Stories.

McCallum Theatre Education’s 
widely-regarded Field Trip 
Series had another wonderful 
year providing free attendance 
to music, dance and theater 
performances to nearly 20,000 
schoolchildren from the Valley, 
High Desert and beyond.  
For many students, visits to 
McCallum Theatre are their only 
encounter with the performing 
arts, and serve as an introduction 
to the world of live performance.

The Valley’s favorite talent competition for two decades, Open Call continued to inspire 
people of all ages who love the stage to “Celebrate,” which was this year’s theme. This 
year’s show featured 122 participants (18 acts) ranging in age from 11-92.  The 2018 
Grand Prize and Audience Favorite Award winner was young vocalist Saigo Iniguez who 
delivered a showstopping rendition of I’m Gonna Live Till I Die.  Second Place went to 
The Coachella Valley Youth Ensemble who performed Mozart’s Seranade No. 10 (Gran 
Partita) with beauty and flair.

McCallum Theatre Education was delighted 
once again to host comprehensive 
professional development at its annual 
Summer Institute for more than 200 local 
educators.   The teachers, many of whom 
come back to the McCallum year after year to 
partner in the Aesthetic Education Program, 
explore specific works of art available for 
study in their classrooms and engage in 
first-hand experiences, awakening their own 
imagination on how to integrate the arts 
in the classroom and bring the aesthetic 
education approach to teaching across a 
broad spectrum of school subjects.

The current season kicked off with the 22nd 
Annual Palm Desert Choreography Festival 
celebrating the best in dance with entrants 
coming to Palm Desert from across the nation.  
The Grand Prize in the professional division was 
awarded to Dolly Sfeir for her work "hi are you 
like me." The Grand Prize in the pre-professional 
division was won by Jacob Gutiérrez-Montoya 
for "When the Dark Moves."
The Lifetime Achievement Award was given 
to dancer/choreographer Rennie Harris. For 
the thirteenth and ninth time respectively, 
performers from Festival education initiatives 
East Valley Dance Project and The Studio Project 
performed on the McCallum Theatre stage.

2018-2019HIGHLIGHTS

Among the highlights:
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$25,000 SILVER CIRCLE 
Harold and Joyce Frank
Fremont Foundation | Barbara Fremont
Hal and Diane Gershowitz
Joy Goldstein
R.D. and Joan Dale Hubbard
Peggy Jacobs and Bob Howard
Mary Lester
Donna and Douglas Martin
JoAnn McGrath
Greg and Stacey Renker
Karen and Robert Rishwain
Marion and Bob Rosenthal

$10,000 BRONZE CIRCLE 
Rebecca Benaroya
Sally and Miles Berger
Frank Dimick
Eisenhower Health

$100,000 VISIONARY CIRCLE
H.N. and Frances C. Berger Foundation  

Helene Galen  •  Donna J. MacMillan  •  Harold Matzner  •  Jan Salta  

$50,000 GOLD CIRCLE 
The Thermal Club | Tim and Twanna Rogers 

The Harold and Arlene Schnitzer CARE Foundation | Arlene Schnitzer and Jordan Schnitzer

Thank You!
We wish to express our gratitude to the following individuals  

for their generous sponsorship of tonight's Gala

The Houston Family Foundation | 
Ted Giatas

Maudella and Harold Green
Helen and Alan Greene
Ronald and Sylvia Gregoire
Patti and Jack Grundhofer
George and Sandy Kachlein
Suzanne and Richard Kayne
Suzy Leprino
Pearle Rae and Mark Levey
Chuck and Stacie Mathewson
Patty and Arthur Newman
Carol Price
Mary Shinn
Kim Smith | Smith-Walker Foundation
The Waddell Family

$5,000 COPPER CIRCLE
Diane C. Anderson
Bob Archer and Chuck Hilliar
Mrs. Ellen Bakst
The Coeta and Donald Barker 

Foundation

Lu L. Barnes
Dr. and Mrs. Barry Berlin 
Elaine and Sidney Blitz Family Foundation
The Bovis Family
Rosemarie and Dean L. Buntrock
Tim Busch
Nancy and George Croom
Frank and Alvera Gaeta
Mac and Sherri Geschwind
Evelyn L. Hall
Kay F. Hanson
Kevin and Dodi Henry
Shirley A. Hinckley
Barbara and Ronnie Kahn
Dale Landon and Carole Haes Landon
Bill Lynch 
Justine and Charlie Lynch
Nancy and George Maas
Edeltraud M. McCarthy
Johan and Emel Mehlum
Dr. Myron and Joanne Mintz
Carol Pavlick
Tom and Tricia Prentice
Wayne and Rachelle Prim
Carol Probst 

Linda and Manny Rider
Rella and Monroe Rifkin
Faye Sarkowsky | Herman and Faye  

Charitable Foundation
Phyllis and Gary Schahet
Sally and Michael Schreter
Mary Silver
Arline Simon and Family
Jim and Sherry Smith
Ron and Aviva Snow
Bobbie Stern
Robin and Carlyn Stonehill
Donald and Linda Swortwood
Janet Taggares and Jeffrey Lohmann
Marjorie Victor
Lonna Wais
Wells Fargo  
Chip M. Wickett
Mary Ann and Frank Xavier

$1,000 GALA PATRON
Snuffie Adams
Dr. Jerry and Loni Argovitz
Marge Welmas Barry
Lindi and Geno Biggi
Michael Braun
Victoria and Roy Bridges
Wallace P. Brithinee  

and Bernadette Belleci
Joanne and Bill Chunowitz
Karyn and David Cissell
Walter and Geri Clark
Susie and Jim Croul
Dr. and Mrs. Kirk Dandridge, Jr.
Cindy Davis-Anderholt
Neal and Diane Denkler
Bev Eastwood
Phyllis Eisenberg and Sarah Milmet
Henry and Joyce Freund
Tracey and Jim Fuller

Stephen Gale  
and Sin Wee Koh-Gale

Christina Gantz
Susan and Warren Gelman
Angie Gerber
Dennis and Cathy Graham
Rosalind and Stanley Hack, Esq.
Dr. Stanley and Eileen Hall
Bill Hay and Charissa Farley
George and Alana Hedley
Richard and Julia Heyman
Cathy and Rick Hirschmann
Frederick Hitchcock and Nikki Nichols
Gayle Hodges
Beverly Howard
Carolyn and Thomas Kling
Joan Lamb and William Rutherford
Madeleine Larson
Mary E. Latta and Robert Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. Norm Leven
Cary Lowe and Allan Ames
Barbara and Carl Maggio
Yvonne and Steve Maloney
Wells L. Marvin
Jerry and Sarah Mathews
John and Christine McCusker
Raju and Jaishri Mehta
Georgia and Jack Morris
Dianne Moss
Janis and Raymond Musante
Terri and Michael Neuman
Gene and Karen O'Dell
Elise Pasetta
Harold and Jane Pollin
Bill and Anita Powers
Rona Press 
City of Rancho Mirage

Barbara Rogers and Gary Geske
Gail and Robert Scadron
Jim Schooler
Michael and Gloria Scoby
Gregory Seller and Blade Branham
Maureen Shapiro
Shirley Shapiro
Arnold and Barbara Silverman
Susan and Elliot Solomon
Nancy Stone
Mary R. Swink
Nancy Tapick and Charles Polatsek
Howard Thompson and Tracy Moss
Sherwyn Turbow
Lynne Twentyman-Short
Kathleen Valentine  

and Kelly Dougherty
The Waring International  

Piano Competition
Evelene Wechsler
Ron Whitaker  

and Terri Williams-Whitaker
Art Williams | Gene Leone
Madeline and Leonard Zuckerman

$500 GALA DONOR
Anonymous
Linda Fayette
Jill Home Accents and Gifts 
Suz Hunt
Fran Muir
Jean B. Viereck
Sandra Cooper Woodson
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BERGER FOUNDATION
H.N. and Frances C.

Congratulations 

Jan Salta 
Your Giving  

Heart  
is an Inspiration

x
Thank you to Gala Co-chairs

Helene Galen 
&  

Harold Matzner
Your generosity continues to amaze! AD PROVIDED BY SPONSOR



18 19     

What a treasure we have in the McCallum Theatre.

Staff, Atmosphere, Location,  
Programming – Another Star Studded Evening!

What a way to honor  

Jan Salta  
for ALL she does to make the  

Coachella Valley a wonderful place to live.

Thank you to Helene and Harold  
for sponsoring this beautiful evening

• • •

Donna J. MacMillan

2 0 1 9  M cC a l l u m  G a l a  H o n o r e e

Harold Matzner

Your generos ity and
sp ir it  of giv ing

makes a better l ife
for th is  generat ion,

and the next .

than k you!

Matzner_McCullumGala19.pdf   1   10/29/19   10:43 AM

AD PROVIDED BY SPONSOR
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Jan Salta
It is a joy to join the McCallum Theatre

in celebrating the amazing

Jan Salta
 Y O U  A R E  S O  D E S E R V I N G  O F  T H I S  H O N O R !

AD PROVIDED BY SPONSOR

AD PROVIDED BY SPONSOR
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We are happy to give  
our assistance to the  
McCallum Theatre  

for the continuation of its  
operations and missions.

• • •

Harold & Joyce Frank

It is a pleasure to support the  
McCallum Theatre  

and we are looking forward to  
another wonderful season.

• • •

The Barbara Fremont Family
FREMONT FOUNDATION

With very sincere thanks to  
Jan Salta  

for all she does to make  
our community so special.

• • •

Hal & Diane Gershowitz

It is an honor to recognize  
Jan Salta 

for her generous heart  
and enlightening  

the lives of so many  
in our community.

• • •

Joy Goldstein
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We are so delighted 
to share with so many others  

in honoring Jan Salta  
and all that she has done  

for the McCallum  
and our Desert Community.

With gratitude to 
Mitch Gershenfeld 

for his excellent leadership 
and bringing such  

outstanding, diverse programs  
to this wonderful Theatre  

these many years!

• • •

Donna & Douglas Martin

A great friend to the  
McCallum Theatre and an  

extraordinary treasure  
to our desert community.

You are so deserving of this honor!

Congratulations Jan!!

• • •

Mary Lester

Thank you, Jan,  
so many lives have been  
enlarged and changed  

as a direct result  
of your generosity.

• • •

Peggy Jacobs & Bob Howard



26 27     

JoAnn McGrath

Congratulations, Jan Salta,  
on a well-deserved honor  

and to the McCallum Theatre  
on 32 years of excellence  

in entertainment.  
We look forward to another  

memorable evening.

• • •

Greg & Stacey Renker

We are delighted to  
honor you, Jan. 

You are a treasure  
to the entire Valley. 

• • •

Marion Rosenthal

Jan you are a true superstar!
Your personal involvement  

and philanthropy never cease.
Bob and I are so appreciative.

Love always, 
Bob and Karen

• • •

To the McCallum;
From the beginning you have  
been a very special place that  

only gets better with time.  
We are so fortunate to have the  

McCallum in our Desert Community.

• • •

Bob & Karen Rishwain
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Jan, Congratulations  
on this well-deserved honor.  

Thanks for all you do for  
the McCallum Theatre  
and for so many of our  

wonderful organizations  
in the Coachella Valley.

• • •

Sincerely,

Rebecca Benaroya

A big heartfelt thank you to  
Helene and Harold as Co-chairs  

for this wonderful event.

 Congratulations to Jan Salta  
on a well-deserved honor.  
You have a heart of gold!  

Thanks to the McCallum Theatre 
for 32 years of  

world-class entertainment.

• • •

Sally & Miles Berger  

Congratulations Jan;  
we appreciate You,  

the many other Generous Donors,  
the dedicated McCallum staff  

and the members of the  
Board and Trustees who have  
together brought more than  
thirty years of Entertainment  

to Our Valley and  
Educational Opportunities  

to Our Youth.

• • • 

Frank Dimick & Charlotte Kepic

Congratulations

Jan Salta
Honoring all the ways 

you contribute to our community.

AD PROVIDED BY SPONSOR
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Dear Jan,

For all you have done for McCallum, 
All I can say is… 

“Oodles of Kudos!”

• • •

The Houston Family Foundation
Ted Giatas

Maudella  
&  

Harold Green

We congratulate Jan  
for all of her  

philanthropic endeavors  
throughout the Valley. 

We applaud her  
continued generosity.

• • •

Helen & Alan Greene

Thank you Jan  
for your continued  
generous support  
of the McCallum.  

Tonight’s tribute is a  
well-deserved honor.

• • •

Ronald & Sylvia Gregoire
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Congrats Jan!  
Well deserved! 

• • •

Congratulations to the  
McCallum  

for another season  
of fabulous programs  

for all to enjoy!

• • •

George & Sandy Kachlein

Dear Jan,

I applaud your generosity  
in support of the many  

worthwhile organizations  
you support in  

our Coachella Valley.

• • •

Suzy Leprino

Suzanne  
& 

 Richard Kayne  
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Thank you to the  
McCallum Theatre for all  

that you do for the community  
and a special nod to the  

entire staff and volunteers  
for all their hard work  

and joy they bring to all of us. 

• • •

Pearle Rae & Mark Levey

Congratulations, Jan!

• • •

Chuck & Stacie Mathewson

Jan,

Warm congratulations on  
this much deserved recognition.

Fondly,

Patty and Arthur

• • •

Patty & Arthur Newman

This is a most deserving honor  
for my dear friend Jan Salta.

My very best wishes to  
the McCallum Theatre  

for your continued success.

• • •

Carol Price
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Jan,  
you shine inside and out.

Thanks for  
having such a big heart!

• • •

Mary Shinn

Thank you to the  
McCallum Theatre  

for all you do  
and for another  

great year of  
spectacular shows!

• • •

Kim Smith
SMITH-WALKER FOUNDATION

Congratulations and  
thank you for  

being so generous to  
McCallum Theatre.

• • •

The Waddell Family

With Gratitude
To all who make it possible to  

share the magic of the performing arts  
with our community.

PHOTO: JACK HARTIN
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Congratulations to beautiful Jan. 
You are so very deserving of this marvelous honor.

Thank you to Helene Galen  
and Harold Matzner  

for your amazing generosity and thoughtfulness.

Best wishes to Terry Dwyer.   
We are so blessed to have you at the McCallum.   
Your reputation is outstanding.  A huge welcome  

to you, your lovely wife Amy and family.  

Mitch thank you for doing  
such a magnificent job. 

Wish you the best and we will certainly miss you.

• • •
Diane C. Anderson

Warmest congratulations to Jan  
on this well-deserved honor.

• • •

Bob Archer & Chuck Hilliar

Congratulations to the  
McCallum Theatre.  

Looking forward to another amazing  
year of entertainment!

• • •

The Bovis Family

The Coeta and Donald Barker  
Foundation  Mrs. Ellen Bakst

Thank you, Jan Salta,  
for your wonderful support  

and making the entire Valley  
sparkle and shine.

• • •

Lu L. Barnes

Dean L. & Rosemarie Buntrock  

Have you ever met one of those people  
who truly listens?  Who makes you feel like the  

most important person in the world every time you 
speak?  To his friends, his family, his coworkers,  
even just an acquaintance at the country club,  

Sidney Blitz was one of those people.  
So, let us all honor the memory of Sidney  

by following in his footsteps – and by making  
the people in our life feel important,  

special and loved, each and every day. 

• • •

Elaine & Sidney Blitz  
Family Foundation
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We applaud your  
boundless generosity, Jan,  

and congratulate you on this  
most deserved honor!

• • •
Cheers,

Nancy & George Croom

Thank you Jan for your  
outstanding support not only  

to the McCallum Theatre  
but also to the many worthwhile  

non-profit organizations  
here in the valley.

• • •

Frank & Alvera Gaeta

Jan, Thank you for your tireless  
energy, creativity and generosity.

Your special gifts help to  
ensure that the entire community  
continues to enjoy our wonderful  

McCallum Theatre.

• • •

Evelyn L. Hall

Congratulations Jan!
Thank You for your generous dedication  

to the McCallum!
We are proud to honor you!

• • •

Mac & Sherri

The Desert Community  
is fortunate to have Jan Salta.  

Congratulations on this  
wonderful honor.

• • •

Kay F. Hanson

Kevin & Dodi
The Nest

Tim Busch

Jan, I applaud your outstanding generosity  
in support of the many worthwhile  

organizations for all these past years.
• • •

Shirley A. Hinckley  
AD PROVIDED BY SPONSOR
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Our Desert Community is greatly  
blessed by all you do, Jan.  

Thank you.

• • •

Dale Landon  
&

Carole Haes Landon

Justine & Charlie Lynch  

Nancy & George Maas  

My best wishes to Jan Salta  
on this well-deserved honor.  

And a big thanks to the McCallum  
for a most enjoyable evening!

• • •

Bill Lynch

Thank you to Jan Salta  
for the support she provides  

to our community and to  
McCallum Theatre.

• • •

Edeltraud M. McCarthy

Congratulations for 32 years!
To the McCallum Theatre, thank you.

• • •

Barbara & Ronnie Kahn

Bravo to Jan and the McCallum  
for a special evening  

and an outstanding season  
of performing arts.

• • •

Dr. Myron & Joanne Mintz

Johan & Emel Mehlum  
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Congratulations on this  
well-deserved honor.

• • •

Tom & Tricia Prentice

Wonderful to be  
honoring Jan Salta  

for all you do!

• • •

Carol Pavlick

Thank you to the McCallum Theatre  
leadership and staff  

for the many years of joy and laughter  
that have warmed our hearts  
and to Jan for her heartfelt  

generosity and support in sharing  
the arts with our community.

• • •

Wayne & Rachelle Prim

Congratulations and  
Best Wishes to Jan Salta  

for the extraordinary impact  
she has had in our Valley.

• • •

Linda & Manny Rider

Bravo to our wonderful  
McCallum Theatre  

for bringing world-class  
entertainment  

to our community.

• • •

Rella & Monroe Rifkin

To my friend Jan,  
who really deserves this honor. 

Congratulations,  
you have a wonderful heart.

• • •

Carol Probst 

Jan, I applaud your outstanding  
generosity in support of  

the many worthwhile organizations  
for all these past years.

• • •

Faye Sarkowsky

Phyllis & Gary Schahet 
thank Jan Salta for all she does.
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Thank you McCallum Theatre  
for the exceptional entertainment  
and education that you provide  

to the community.

• • •

Michael & Sally Schreter

Dear Jan,
Your warm and generous spirit  

is an inspiration to us all.
Thank you for all you do  

in our community.

• • •

Mary Silver

Congratulations, Jan,   
and to the outstanding staff  

of the McCallum Theatre. 
Well done!

• • •

Bobbie Stern

So glad for this well-deserved honor.  
Congratulations Jan!

• • •

Arline Simon

Congratulations to Jan  
and the McCallum  

for all you do for this Valley.  
We are so fortunate!

• • •

Ron & Aviva Snow

Jan, you are a Princess! 
You and the McCallum  

bring joy to us all. 

• • •
With love,

Don & Linda Swortwood

In honor of Harry Goldstein.

• • •

Jim & Sherri Smith

We welcome Amy & Terry Dwyer  
as they carry forward the  

heritage of our Theatre and  
introduce us to innovative ideas.

• • •

Robin & Carlyn Stonehill
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Artists and arts organizations are essential  
to creating vibrant communities.   

They enrich our understanding of each other 
and the world around us.  

Wells Fargo is proud to sponsor the  
2019 McCallum Theatre Annual Gala.

Congratulations and  
Best Wishes to Jan Salta  

and to the McCallum Theatre  
for providing over 30 wonderful  

years of entertainment.

• • •

Marjorie Victor

Jan, congratulations on  
such a well-deserved honor.  

You have enriched so many lives  
with your philanthropy.

• • •

Chip Wickett

We applaud your remarkable  
generosity in support of the  

many worthwhile organizations  
for all these past years.

• • •

Lonna Wais & Jack Mettler

Congratulations on the  
2019 Gala 

and 
Our Best Wishes 
for the upcoming  

McCallum Theatre Season

• • •

Mary Ann & Frank Xavier

Thank you Jan  
for all you do for the McCallum  

and our community.
With our love,  

Janet and Jeffrey

• • •

Janet Taggeres & Jeffrey Lohmann  
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Ronald. M. Auen
McCALLUM THEATRE HONORS THE MEMORY OF McCALLUM THEATRE HONORS THE MEMORY OF 

Just a year ago, the McCallum was privileged to honor Ron Auen 
and the H.N. and Frances C. Berger Foundation at our Annual 
Gala.  It was a wonderful celebration of a remarkable man and his 
leadership of a Foundation that has been extraordinarily generous 
to the McCallum and so many important institutions in the Valley.

Through their two Foundations and the personal generosity of Ron 
and his wonderful wife, Sherrie, the Auens have played a major 
role in gifting more than $6.7 million to the McCallum over the 
past nearly thirty years, making them the largest donors in the 
Theatre’s history.

Ron Auen truly exemplified the Berger Foundation’s legacy to 
“help people help themselves.”  Over the past thirty years, the 
Foundation has made contributions exceeding $800 million to 
charities throughout Southern California and the United States.  
The Coachella Valley is forever changed since it became the home 
of the H.N. and Frances C. Berger Foundation in 1996.

PRESIDENT AND CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF
THE H.N. AND FRANCES C. BERGER FOUNDATION

TRUSTEE OF THE AUEN FOUNDATION

Our heartfelt condolences to Sherrie, the entire Auen family,  
       and his friends and colleagues at the Berger Foundation. 

Harry Goldstein
We lost another philanthropic icon in the desert just a few weeks  
back when our dear friend Harry Goldstein passed away peacefully  
in his home.

Harry and his wife Joy first became donors to the McCallum in  
1993, going on to support the Theatre at the Benefactors Circle  
level.  They have been consistent, very generous supporters  
of the Theatre’s Annual Gala, as well as a variety of Muses &  
Patroness Circle events.  They have held the McCallum close to  
their hearts for many, many years and have been extraordinarily  
helpful in important ways.

Harry most recently served as Chairman Emeritus of Eisenhower 
Medical Center, following many years of distinguished service.  
During his eight year tenure as Chairman, and simultaneous role  
as Chairman of Campaign Eisenhower, over $350 million was  
raised and the Eisenhower Medical Center experienced a major  
turn-around, unprecedented growth, and was named one of the  
top 100 hospitals in the United States. 

Our heartfelt condolences go out to Joy  
              and the entire Goldstein family.
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The McCallum Theatre’s mission is to educate and entertain the public by offering 
a variety of performing arts experiences that reflect the diversity of people, 
interests and tastes of the communities and constituents served by the Theatre.

Mission Statement

The McCallum Theatre is 
proud to use JBL professional  
sound systems including  
JBL loudspeakers and  
Soundcraft mixing consoles
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